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While September’s sales volume did not 
quite keep pace with July or August, the 
past three months have been our three 
highest sales months in the past seven 
years!   

Almost everything offered in last 
month’s newsletter sold out.  Demand for 
the Proof and Mint State Modern US 
Commemorative Silver Dollars was so 
strong that we elected to include addition-
al, slightly scarcer issues in customer or-
ders.  That way we could satisfy as many 
of the large number of orders as possible.  
It definitely pays off to place your orders 
quickly. 

This past weekend LCS Senior Numis-
matist and GIA Certified Diamond Grader 
David Hartung staffed the Liberty booth at 
a coin show in Grand Rapids, Michigan.  
This was the first coin show attended by 
Liberty staff since early March!  Although 
attendance at the show was light, David 
handled a sizeable volume of transactions 
that had been confirmed in advance for 
delivery at the show.  Unfortunately, most 
coin shows that Liberty staff would attend 
through the end of 2020 have been can-
celled.  

Even without attending coin shows, 
however, we continue to pick up some 
great bargains over the phone or in our 
showroom.  For example, from a South-
west dealer friend we acquired a moderate-
sized group of 2019-W Burnished Uncir-
culated Silver Eagle Dollars.  This issue 
is on track to have the lowest mintage of 
any W-Mint Burnished Silver Eagle Dol-
lars, but we are able to still offer these 
coins at a semi-bullion price that is at least 
20% lower than quoted by our national 
competitors.  (By the way, the US Mint 
yesterday raised its selling price for the 
2020-W Burnished Silver Eagle Dollar to 
$67, which is almost 68% higher than our 
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LCS Postage Charges 
Value of Contents  Postage Charge 
Under $100          $5 
$100-249           $10 
$250-499           $18 
$500-999           $25 
$1,000-4,999         $30 
$5,000 and higher      None 

Liberty Coin Service   Computer Quotes   2PM EDT 10.13.20         Spot Prices
          Item        Qty  Fine Wt     Price  Cost/Oz   Premium
*U.S. 1 Oz Gold Eagle 10 1.0000 2,009.00 2009.00 5.5% Gold: $1,904.25
*U.S. 1/2 Oz Gold Eagle 10 0.5000 1,045.50 2091.00 9.8% Silver: $24.42
*U.S. 1/4 Oz Gold Eagle 10 0.2500 536.00 2144.00 12.6% Platinum: $866.00
*U.S. 1/10 Oz Gold Eagle 10 0.1000 226.50 2265.00 18.9% Palladium: $2,407.00
*U.S. 1 Oz Gold Buffalo 10 1.0000 2,011.00 2011.00 5.6%
*U.S. 1 Oz Medallion 10 1.0000 1,963.25 1963.25 3.1%
*U.S. 1/2 Oz Medallion 10 0.5000 Not Available  
*Australia 1 Oz Kangaroo 10 1.0000 1,984.25 1984.25 4.2%
*Austria 100 Corona 10 0.9802 1,919.75 1958.53 2.9%   
*Austria 1 Oz Philharmonic 10 1.0000 2,001.25 2001.25 5.1%
*Canada 1 Oz Maple Leaf 10 1.0000 1,986.25 1986.25 4.3%
*Canada 1x25 Maplegram 10 0.8039 1,760.50 2189.95 15.0%
*China 30 Gram Panda 10 0.9646 Not Available
*China 1 Oz Panda 10 1.0000 Not Available  
*Mexico 50 Peso 10 1.2057 2,374.00 1968.98 3.4%  
*S. Africa Krugerrand 10 1.0000 1,976.50 1976.50 3.8%
*1 Oz Ingot 10 1.0000 1,974.75 1974.75 3.7%  
*Austria 1 Ducat 10 0.1107 Not Available   
*British Sovereign 10 0.2354 483.25 2052.89 7.8%
*France 20 Franc 10 0.1867 385.75 2066.15 8.5%  
*Swiss 20 Franc 10 0.1867 387.00 2072.84 8.9%    
$20 Liberty BU 10 0.9675 2,100.00 2170.54 14.0%
$20 St Gaudens BU 10 0.9675 2,100.00 2170.54 14.0%  
$20 Liberty Extremely Fine 10 0.9675 2,065.00 2134.37 12.1%  
$10 Liberty Extremely Fine 10 0.4838 1,040.00 2149.65 12.9%  
$10 Indian Extremely Fine 10 0.4838 1,060.00 2190.99 15.1%
$5 Liberty Extremely Fine 10 0.2419 540.00 2232.33 17.2%  
$5 Indian Extremely Fine 10 0.2419 565.00 2335.68 22.7%
$2.50 Liberty Extreme Fine 10 0.1209 405.00 3349.88 75.9%
$2.50 Indian Extreme Fine 10 0.1209 385.00 3184.45 67.2%   
*U.S. 90% Silver Coin 1,000 715 18,535.00 25.92 6.2%  
*U.S. 40% Silver Coin 1,000 295 7,545.00 25.58 4.7%  
*U.S. Peace Dollars, VG+ 1,000 760 Not Available  
*U.S. Silver Eagles 1,000 1,000 29,420.00 29.42 20.5%
*Canada Silver Maple Leaf 1,000 1,000 28,670.00 28.67 17.4%    
*100 Oz Silver Ingot 10 100 2,667.00 26.67 9.2%
*10 Oz Silver Ingot 100 10 269.20 26.92 10.2%  
*1 Oz Silver Ingot 1,000 1 26.92 26.92 10.2%     
*1 Oz Platinum Ingot 10 1.0000 948.00 948.00 9.5%  
*U.S. 1 Oz Platinum Eagle 10 1.0000 Not Available

*Canada Palladium ML 10 1.0000 2,515.00 2515.00 4.5%
 

Liberty Coin Service Call Toll-Free: (800) 527-2375 National
400 Frandor Avenue (517) 351-4720 Local
Lansing, MI   48912 (517) 351-3466 Fax
web: www.libertycoinservice.com     email: path@libertycoinservice.com
Trading Desk Hours (Eastern):      Mon-Fri 9:30AM-6PM,  Sat 10AM-2PM
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price at which we offer these coins!) 
 When we talk with dealers in Michigan and 

across the country every day, we uncover 
opportunities to acquire modest quantities of 
Less Common Bullion-Priced Smaller Size 
Gold Coins.  Over the past few weeks, we 
have picked up three such deals.  Two of 
them are coins that actually circulated in the 
19th Century, while the other is a commemo-
rative issue.  Because we offer them at bullion 
prices, you need to call us to check the current 
price and availability. 

Finally, LCS General Manager Tom Coul-
son used his more than four decades of nu-
mismatic experience to acquire The Most 
Beautiful Rare Coin You Could Ever Own.    
This piece is an 1862 Seated Liberty Half 
Dollar certified by NGC as Very Choice Mint 
State-64.  This grade was also endorsed by 
the Certified Acceptance Corporation (CAC).  
No photograph could possibly do justice to 
the blazing metallic blue toning around the 
periphery on both sides.  Beyond the incredi-
ble beauty of the coin is the fact that this is 
the lowest mintage Civil War era half dollar.  
Only 53 specimens have been certified in MS
-64 and all higher grades combined over the 
past 34 years by PCGS and NGC together!  
From his decades of expertise as a collector of 
Seated Liberty Half Dollars, Tom understands 
that such beautiful coins trade at significant 
premiums to catalog value.  Accordingly, he 
was willing to pay well over catalog value to 
acquire this treasure. 

With limited quantities of these bargains 

available, I urge you to check the enclosed 
offers right away.  Then quickly call our 
Trading Desk toll-free at 800-527-2375 to 
check on availability, current prices, and 
confirm your order. 

Interesting bargains don’t end with these 
offers.  Here are other intriguing fresh pur-
chases: 

British King Henry VIII And His 
Six Wives Gold Commemorative:  
In 2006, Cook Islands issued an unusual 
proof set.  It consists of a $50.00 1 ounce 
pure gold coin with a portrait of Henry VIII 
who was King of England 1509-1547.  In-
cluded in this set are six gold-plated medals, 
one for each of his six wives, with colored 
portraits of each of them on the medals. 

Mintage of this coin was a meager 250. 
Henry VIII was famous for his dispute 

with the Catholic Church over its refusal to 
annul his first marriage.  This resulted in the 
British Reformation and the separation of 
the Church of England, with Henry VIII as 
its leader, from papal authority.  In the hopes 
of a male heir—never achieved—Henry 
VIII eventually married six times. 

There are currently two of these lovely 
sets available for sale on eBay at $2,845 and 
at $4,760.  There are also two NGC-certified 
individual coins for sale on that site—priced 
at $2,550 and $2,600. 

Our uncertified coin is at least equal in 
quality to those certified specimens, so our 
price of $2,495 for this unusual 7-piece set 

is the best value. 
Canada 4-Coin 2015 Bald Eagle 

Silver Proof Set:  In 2015, the Royal 
Canadian Mint struck 7,500 sets of pure sil-
ver 1 ounce, 1/2 ounce, 1/4 ounce, and 1/10 
ounce Bald Eagle Commemoratives.  These 
coins are still being offered for sale by the 
RCM at about $149 US.  Sets are currently 
being offered for sale by other sellers from 
about $120 to more than $200.  At our price 
of $99 per set in the original Mint packaging, 
you can acquire one of the three beautiful 
sets we now have available—at prices lower 
than any have sold in the past few months.  

Sierra Leone 1987 Octagonal 
Proof Gold Coin With Anti-Slavery 
Slogan:  In 1787, A British plan was im-
plemented to settle 400 of London’s “Black 
Poor” in Sierra Leone in what was called the 
“Province of Freedom.”  For centuries, this 
part of Africa had been a major trading cen-
ter of the slave trade, and became the focus 
of combatting slavery in the 19th Century. 

In 1987, the nation of Sierra Leone issued 
an Octagonal (8-sided) Proof Gold Coin 
(gold content 0.4717 oz) with a mintage of 
1,250.  The top of the obverse has the slogan 
of Unity Freedom Justice above the portrait 
of then President Joseph Saidu Momoh.  The 
reverse features text around the periphery 
reading Bicentenary of Sierra Leone 1787 
1987 One Leone  In the center is a large 
“200” with text underneath reading “Slavery 
Lasted For Years Freedom Lasts Forever.” 

This coin is so scarce that we could not 
find any examples currently on sale or hav-
ing recently sold.  Catalog values indicate it 
is worth more than bullion value.  At our 
price of $999 for this coin in the original 
Royal Mint case, we price it as a bullion 
coin.  Therefore, we cannot accept charge 
cards to purchase this unusual piece.  You 
must send a check.  

2,500 Year Old Caria Silver Quar-
ter Stater:  The Greek City-State of Caria, 
on the west coast of Asia Minor in modern-
day Turkey, was directly south of Ionia and 
Lydia.  Lydia is considered the birthplace of 
coinage, so it’s not surprising that this silver 
coin was issued in Caria about 490-470 BC.  
During the first half of this era, Caria was 
under Persian domination.  Then it joined the 
Athens-led Delian League about 480 BC.  
This NGC-certified Very Fine specimen fea-
tures a bird on the obverse and a man’s head 
on the back.  Lots of history for $99. 

Liberty Coin Service   Computer Quotes   2PM EDT 10.13.20         Spot Prices

Coins, Rolls and Sets Gold: $1,904.25
U.S. 10 pc Gold Medallion Set, 1980-1984, BU $15,285 Silver: $24.42
U.S. Morgan Dollar, 1921, Brilliant Uncirculated Roll/20 $925 Platinum: $866.00
U.S. Morgan Dollar, Pre-1921, Brilliant Uncirculated Roll/20 $1,075  Palladium: $2,407.00
U.S. Peace Dollar, Brilliant Uncirclated Roll/20 $690

Numismatic Coins (PCGS/NGC/ICG Graded) MS-63 MS-64 MS-65
U.S. $20.00 St Gaudens 2,130 2,230 2,615
U.S. $20.00 Liberty 2,325 2,720 3,540  
U.S. $10.00 Liberty 1,235 1,635 2,420
U.S. $5.00 Liberty 710 880 1,495
U.S. 4 pc Indian Gold Type Set 4,980 6,260 12,935
U.S. 4 pc Liberty Gold Type Set 4,710 5,725 8,075
U.S. 8 pc Gold Type Set 9,625 11,840 20,550
U.S. Morgan Dollar (Pre-1921)  64 78 152
U.S. Peace Dollar 51 65 118

Prices quoted are for quantities indicated, and are actual selling prices at today's
closes.  Smaller lots are available at slightly higher prices.  No Michigan Sales
Tax on rare coins or precious metals bullion.  Numismatic purchases have
a 14 day return period.  Orders for bullion-priced items (marked with *) are not
returnable and, after confirmation, cannot be cancelled.  
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To: All Clients 
 
From:  Allan Beegle, LCS Chief Numismatist 
 
Date:  October 9, 2020                 

The US Mint has issued some “Instant Rarities” over the years in the US Silver 
Eagle Dollar series that began in 1986.   
• For the 10th Anniversary of the series, the Mint produced a 1995 West Point Mint 

Proof Silver Eagle Dollar with a mintage of just 30,125 coins, by far the scarcest 
of the proof issues thus far.  This coin catalogs in the 2021 edition of A Guidebook 
Of United States Coins, commonly called the Redbook, at $3,500. 

• The regular issue Uncirculated 1996 Silver Eagle Dollar has the lowest mintage of 
the bullion issues at 3,603,386.  The Redbook lists this issue at $65 (versus $24-40 
for every other year of bullion issues). 

• The first two Reverse Proof Silver Eagle Dollars were issued in 2006 and 2011, 
with mintages of 248,875 and 99,882 respectively.  These are cataloged in the 
Redbook at $160 and $255. 

• The US Mint issued its first Burnished Uncirculated W-Mint Silver Eagle Dollar 
in 2006, mintage 468,020, which catalogs for $75. 

• In 2011, the Mint issued its only Burnished Uncirculated S-Mint Silver Eagle 
Dollar with a mintage of 99,882, which is listed in the Redbook at $225. 

• In 2013, the Mint issued an Enhanced Uncirculated Silver Eagle Dollar with a 
mintage of 281,310 that now lists in the Redbook at $90. 

• Last year, the US Mint issued its first Enhanced Reverse Proof Silver Eagle Dollar, with a mintage limit of 30,000 
coins.  The Redbook catalogs this coin at $1,250. 

 
With little fanfare, the mintages of W-Mint Burnished Uncirculated Silver Eagle Dollars issued from 2006 to 2008 and 

every year since 2011 have gradually declined from their peak production of 621,333 in 2007.  The US Mint just ended 
offering the 2018-W version for sale on its website at $55.95 per coin, with a final reported mintage of 138,947 (the 2021 
edition of the Redbook reports a lower interim mintage that did not include subsequent US Mint Sales).  The Mint had 
previously ended sales of the 2019-W Burnished Silver Eagle Dollar at a mintage of 138,140.  The 2020-W Burnished 
Silver Eagle Dollar is still being offered for sale by the US Mint at $54.00, with sales of 135,939 coins through last 
Friday. 

 
It is entirely possible that the 2019-W Burnished Silver Eagle Dollar may end up 

with the lowest mintage of West Point Burnished Silver Eagle Dollars thus far. 
 
A couple weeks ago, a Southwest wholesaler contacted us to say he had a quantity 

of these low-mintage 2019-W Burnished Silver Eagle Dollars in the original US Mint 
plastic capsules that he was looking to sell as a group.  His price for the group was 
low enough that we immediately began our research.  These coins are not scarce, in 
absolute terms.  We see that the handful of major coin dealers offering these coins 
seem to all have them priced at $49.95 per coin (or more if the coins have been 
certified by a grading service).  In online sales and auctions, we found only one recent 
sale for less than $43 per coin.  The 2021 Redbook catalogs these coins for $50. 

 
It was when we learned that this may be the lowest mintage W-Mint Burnished 

Silver Eagle Dollar that I called back my dealer friend to negotiate an even lower 
price to take the lot.   

memo 
 

 Lowest Mintage W-Mint Burnished 
Silver Eagle Dollar Thus Far? 

 (available at a semi-bullion price)  

-over- 

Burnished Silver Eagle Dollars 
The US Mint purchases Silver 

Eagle Dollar planchets from pri-
vate vendors.  After they are re-
ceived, those destined to receive 
a burnished finish are tumbled in 
a drum filled with small steel ball 
bearings and a special detergent 
to impart the matte finish to the 
surface. 

After striking, Burnished Silver 
Eagle Dollars are individually 
handled to preserve their beauty, 
instead of being packed in bulk 
by machine. 



- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Yes!  Please ship me the US 2019-W Burnished Silver Eagle Dollars in Gem Mint State-65+ condition that I have 

indicated below.  I understand that each coin comes in its original U.S. Mint capsule and is backed by LCS’s exclusive 
guarantees.  I may return them for a full refund for any reason within 14 days of my receipt.  Limit 100 coins per customer.   

 

_____ U.S. 2019-W Burnished Silver Eagle Dollars, Gem Mint State-65+ (1-39 coins)   @$39.95 each =  _______ 
_____ U.S. 2019-W Burnished Silver Eagle Dollars, Gem Mint State-65+ (40-99 coins)  @$39.75 each =  _______ 
_____ U.S. 2019-W Burnished Silver Eagle Dollars, Gem Mint State-65+ (100 coins)   @$39.50 each =  _______ 
      

                Postage (See Computer Quotes Page)      _______        

 

                Total Enclosed            _______ 
 

name______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

address____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

city,state,zip________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

telephone number____________________________________________________________ 

 

Confirmed by phone?___________Confirmation #__________________________________ 
 

 
A Special Semi-Bullion Coin Opportunity   

Collectors love the prospect of being able to purchase a coin comparatively close to its bullion value if it has the 
possibility of selling at a much higher collector premium in the future.  After the US Mint ended the American Arts Gold 
Commemorative series in 1984, we sold hundreds of the low-surviving 1983 Alexander Calder Half Ounce Gold 
American Arts Medallion at bullion-related prices under $300 apiece.  Just a couple years later, these pieces were selling 
for as much as $625. 

 
After the US Mint reported final mintages for the 1996 Olympic Commemorative Coin series, we saw that the 

Uncirculated 1996-W $5.00 Flag Bearer and $5.00 Cauldron coins had mintages below 10,000 coins, which made them 
the lowest mintage modern US Gold Commemoratives at the time.  We quickly found a small hoard, that we were able to 
sell for not much more than $200.  Subsequently, we bought some of these coins back from happy customers for prices as 
high as $1,900 apiece (though they are much lower today). 

 
The 2019-W Burnished Uncirculated Silver Eagle Dollars have a high enough mintage that we don’t anticipate they 

will develop a great collector premium.  But the experience with other lower-issue Silver Eagle Dollars indicates a 
possibility they may appreciate from the low-risk semi-bullion prices at which we offer this group of fresh, lovely coins. 

 
The LCS Money-Saving Price!   

While they last we offer these lovely 2019-W Burnished Uncirculated Silver Eagle Dollars for just 
$39.95 apiece.  That is a savings of 20% compared to our national competitors.  When you consider that 
100-piece quantities of bullion-priced uncirculated Silver Eagle Dollars are currently selling for more 
than $30 per coin, you can see that these scarcer coins are available at not that much more! 

Save in quantity!  Pay only $39.75 per coin if you purchase 40-99 pieces.  If you purchase a lot of 
100 coins, pay just $39.50 apiece! 

     
They Won’t Last Long! 

This is the only group of 2019-W Burnished Silver Eagle Dollars we have ever had in stock.  At our bargain prices, we 
anticipate a complete sellout.  We must put an absolute limit of 100 coins per customer.  No exceptions! 

Act quickly!  Orders will be filled on a first-come, first-served basis, so don’t delay.  To reserve your purchase, call us 
toll free at 800-527-2375.  Or return the coupon below.  You may also use your Visa, Mastercard, or Discover charge card 
for orders shipped to the card’s billing address.   

                Sincerely, 
 
 
                
                        
 
                Allan Beegle 
                LCS Chief Numismatist 
  



Tom Coulson LCS General Manager 
Sales for the past three months have been the highest vol-

ume months in over seven years!  Customers have really 
ramped up their demand for bullion-priced gold and silver 
coins and ingots.  That’s true everywhere. 

For instance, for the entire year 2019 the US Mint sold a 
total of 152,000 ounces of the four sizes of Gold American 
Eagles.  Thus far in 2020, the Mint has already sold 669,000 
ounces.  That’s a 340% increase with almost three full 
months yet to go this year! 

Every day, LCS Chief Numismatist Allan Beegle, myself, 
and other traders are talking with wholesalers and dealers in 
Michigan and across the country, seeking the best deals for 
you.  With our well-established relationships, we sometimes 
discover small lots of less common smaller size Bullion Gold 
Coins that we can acquire near the wholesale bid rather than 
the ask side of the market.  When we do so, we love to pass 
along the savings to you. 

In the past three weeks we have snapped up the following 
three lots of 1/4 ounce or smaller gold coins, two of which 
actually circulated going back into the Nineteenth Century. 

While they last, we offer these less common coins at prices 
close to, the same as, or even below what you would pay for 
the more common bullion coins of the same size! 

With so few coins, we have omitted the order blank.  Call 
our Trading Desk at 800-527-2375 to check on the current 
price and availability and to lock in your purchase.  Remem-
ber to check our Computer Quotes Page for the postage 
costs (which includes insurance coverage).  

Your satisfaction is guaranteed.  But, since these are bul-
lion-priced coins, orders cannot be cancelled.  You may re-
turn the coins for replacement (if possible) if the quality does 
not satisfy you.  Also, since these are bullion-priced, you 
cannot use a charge card for payment.  You would need to 
send a check. 

 

Australia Gold Sovereigns, 
Queen Victoria Veiled Head 
Type, 1897-1901, Mint State-
60+—priced at 9.9% above ask 
gold spot price times 0.2354 
(25 coins available).  For the 
60th Anniversary of her reign, a 
Veiled Head portrait of Queen 
Victoria replaced the Jubilee 
Head portrait on the obverse of 
British coinage.  This design was 
struck until her death five years 
later.  During this time, Gold 
Sovereigns were struck in Aus-
tralia in three cities, Melbourne, 
Perth, and Sydney.  This batch 
includes specimens from the Mel-
bourne and Sydney Mints. 

Queen Victoria Sovereigns are 
less common than the later issues 
featuring King Edward VII (1901-
1910 and King George V (1910-
1936), and are today almost all en-
countered in circulated condition. 

We can offer this group at a price 
that is about $9 per coin above the 
price for circulated King Sover-
eigns.  They are well worth the 
difference in cost. 

 

Canada 2012 $10.00 1/4 Oz Gold War of 1812 Com-
memoratives, Near Perfect Mint State-69—priced at 
8.9% above ask gold spot price times 0.2500 (20 coins 
available).  This coin bears the same obverse as the bullion 
Gold Maple Leaf Coins.  This commemorative of the War of 
1812 fought between American, British, and Canadian forces 
has a mintage of only 2,000 coins, which is a fraction of the 
mintage of the bullion-issue Canada 1/4 Oz Gold Maple 
Leaf.  The reverse features a British Lion to the left, the 
American Eagle to the right, with a Canadian Maple Leaf 
Shield in the center. 

Because of our great buy on these coins, we offer them to 
you, while they last, at a price that is lower than you would 
pay for either the Canada 1/4 Oz Gold Maple Leaf or US 
1/4 Oz Gold American Eagle bullion issues. 

 

France 20 Francs Gold Angels, 1848-1897, Extremely 
Fine-About Uncirculated—priced at 8.5% above the ask 
gold spot price times 0.1867—(40 coins available).  The 
French Gold Angels are perhaps the most popular design to 
appear on French Gold Coins.  It was created after the adop-
tion of the French Constitution in November 1848.  The 
obverse depicts the Archangel Genius inscribing the French 
Constitution on a tablet.  To the lower left is a fasces, a bun-
dle of rods with a projecting axe that was an ancient Roman 
symbol of authority and govern-
ment .  On this coin it represents the 
French government (a design ele-
ment which also appears on the re-
verse of the US Mercury Dime).  To 
the lower right is a rooster, the unof-
ficial national symbol of the people of 
France.  In this group, we price them 
at the same premium as you would 
pay for a 10-coin group of the more 
common France 20 Franc Roosters. 

Bonus:  Two specimens in this 
group were extra nice, grading Mint 
State-60+ (one of which is pictured 
at the right).  For the first two cus-
tomers who purchase 10 or more 
pieces of this group, you will receive 
one of these more beautiful coins. 

Less Common Bullion-Priced 
Smaller Size Gold Coins! 



Amazing 1862 Seated Liberty Half Dollar 
Eighteen months ago, it was our honor to offer what 

was probably the finest surviving 1913 Type 1 Buffalo 
Nickel in Superb Gem Mint State-68+condition.  That 
coin exhibited almost perfect surfaces along with 
breathtaking gorgeous toning. 

Up to then, it was the most beautiful rare coin I had 
ever seen.  Not any more! 

It has been Liberty Coin Service’s honor to serve a long
-time collector of means with whom we have supplied 
some of our more outstanding US coins and historical 
documents.  He recently offered us an extremely scarce 
coin he had acquired elsewhere: 

 

The 1862 No Motto Seated Liberty Half Dollar, 
certified at Very Choice Mint State-64 by the 
Numismatic Guaranty Corporation (NGC) with a 
Certified Acceptance Corporation (CAC) sticker 
confirming the upper end quality of the coin. 

 

 With a mintage of 253,000, it is the lowest mintage US 
Half Dollar struck during the Civil War.  It is so scarce in 
high grade that in the past 34 years the Professional Coin 
Grading Service (PCGS) and NGC have certified a paltry 
24 specimens in MS-64 grade and a mere 29 more in all 
higher grades combined! 

The star () designation denotes coins of exceptional 
beauty for the given grade.  Rare coins that merit a star 
after their grade typically sell for substantial premiums to 
others of the same grade. 

The photographs just don’t do justice to the appearance 
of this treasure.  Around the periphery on both sides the 
coin has blazing metallic blue toning.  The rest of the 
surfaces have reddish-golden-brownish toning attesting 
to its original surfaces.   

I had a serious Seated Liberty Half Dollar collection by 
the time I came to work for Liberty in 1984.  Yet, I never 
owned an example of this date—in any grade.  None of 
the pieces in any dates in my collection matched the coin 
offered here for beauty.  Since I began working for Lib-
erty Coin Service, I have never seen any other American 
or world coin to match this specimen for eye appeal. 

Now, this collector was also aware that this was a spe-
cial coin.  He also knows that rare coins as lovely as this 
one often sell for well above catalog value.  He named a 
price he wanted for this coin much higher than the Coin 
Values listing of $3,250 or the PCGS Retail catalog val-
ue of $3,750.  Knowing that I may never again see anoth-
er coin of this caliber, I reached for the checkbook. 

Next, the question is what 
would be a fair price at 
which to offer this coin.  It 
has been almost three years 
since another MS-64 
specimen appeared in a 
major auction.  That 
piece, with some irregu-
lar multi-colored toning 
around a white center 
sold for $3,600.  It lacked 
the eye appeal of the coin 
we offer. 

A coin with a star des-
ignation can easily sell 
for the same price  (or 
more) as higher grade 
specimens.  Two MS-
64+ specimens, both with 
white surfaces, sold in 
major auctions in 2019.  
One also featured a CAC 
sticker and sold for 
$5,520.  The other sold 
for $4,800. 

Also, there is an ordi-
nary MS-64 specimen 
currently offered for sale 
by a national dealer.  That coin, with unappealing toning 
on both sides, is priced at $4,500. 

In our judgment, we expect this beautiful rarity to sell 
for more than $5,000 in auction.   

To give a special LCS customer the opportunity to 
own a once-in-a-lifetime ultimately beautiful rarity, 
we are pricing this amazing coin (again, the photo-
graphs don’t do it justice) for $4,975. 

We do have one request of the purchaser though—if he 
or she were ever interested in selling it we would appre-
ciate the first option to buy it back. 

 If you live within driving distance of our store, you 
may visit to inspect this beauty before it finds a new 
home.  Or, call our Trading Desk direct at 800-527-
2375 for more information and to purchase this piece. 

  As with all of our numismatic items, your satisfaction 
is guaranteed.  You have 14 days upon your receipt to 
return these coins for a full, prompt, no-questions refund.  

by Tom Coulson, LCS General Manager 

  

The Most Beautiful 
Rare Coin You 

Could Ever Own? 
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